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New records of the mygalomorph spiders from Nara Prefecture 

 
Mikio Sekine 

 
Several localities of the Mygalomorphs or trapdoor spiders and their kin, i.e. Latouchia 

typica (Ctenizidae), Conothele fragaria (Ctenizidae) and Calommata signata (Calommatidae), 
are newly recorded from Nara Prefecture (Figs. 1–3). Each species is listed as the near 
threatened species. I am grateful to Mr. Koshi Shimohara (Nara Kinoko-no-kai) for giving 
information regarding the spider pathogenic fungi Nomuraea atypicola. 
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1.  

Fig. 1. Distribution of Latouchia typica in Nara Prefecture. localities newly found known 

records  
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Conothele fragaria in Nara Prefecture. localities newly found known 

records  
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3.  

Fig. 3. Distribution of Calommata signata in Nara Prefecture. localities newly found known 

records  
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The yellow sac spider Cheiracanthium japonicum (Araneae: Miturgidae) and the long-jawed 
spider Tetragnatha pinicola (Araneae: Tetragnathidae) live in Nara Prefecture 

 
Mikio Sekine 

 
Cheiracanthium japonicum Bösenberg & Strand 1906

Tetragnatha pinicola L. Koch 1870
CD

Ver. 2012  2012
1407114
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Does the orb web spider Argiope boesenbergi live in mountainous regions by choice? 

 
Mikio Sekine 

 
It has been pointed out that the orb web spider Argiope boesenbergi lives in mountainous 

regions by choice, in comparison with Argiope amoena. In order to find out whether or not it is 
true, the distribution of A. boesenbergi and A. amoena was surveyed in Nara Prefecture in 
2013–2014, respectively. I also checked out the observations on the spiders in other several 
prefectures. Figure 1 is a diagram showing the vertical distribution of A. boesenbergi and A. 
amoena. No significant differences existed between A. boesenbergi and A. amoena in 
distribution (Welch’s t test; P = 0.065). It suggests that the hypothesis is not quite right. 
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Fig. 1. The vertical distribution of A. boesenbergi and A. amoena. Nara Pref. 2013–2014 Nagano 

Pref. 2014 T. Miyashita, pers. comm.), Chiba Pref. 2004 Y. Baba, pers. comm.), Fukuoka 

Pref. 2006 S. Yamasaki, pers. comm.), Yamaguchi Pref. 2011 S. Yamasaki, pers. comm.), 

Ehime Pref. 2007, 2008, 2011 H. Matsuda, pers. comm.), Mie Pref. 1995–2007 T. Shiozaki, pers. 

comm.). 
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